DOWNLOAD

Hate Story [2012-MP3-VBR-320Kbps] — XDR

TASK 3. The Neolithic Age: the first human revolutian)

——

The Neolithic revolution

The discovery of agriculture and cattle raising took place
about 10,000 years ago in the Middle East, when human
beings learnt to cultivate plants and domesticate animals.
Men and women gave up hunting and gathering as the only
sources of living and learnt to produce their own food.
Human beings’ lives changed. This process can therefore be
described as a revolution®.

The first cultivated species were cereals: wheat in the Middie
East and Europe, rice in Asia and corn in America. The first
domesticated animals were horses, dogs, goats, sheep and
OXen.

The emergence of these new ecanomic activities forced it

human groups to settle near arable land. This is why DOC 1. Woman weaving with a
they became sedentary and built villages, generally located prehistoric loom

next to rivers.

Neolithic craftsmen

A specialisation of work took place in villages. While some
people cultivated fields, other people looked after the
animals and others made weapons, fabrics, etc.

Two important technical innovations were developed in
the Neolithic Age: fabrics and pottery.

» Fabrics were produced from animals’ wool. Thread was
first woven using bone spindles, and then by means of
rudimentary looms.

= Pottery was shaped by hand and baked in a bonfire. New
instruments appeared, such as vessels to keep the grain,
bowls for eating and cooking, etc.

In the Neolithic Age, people used increasingly specialised
tools, such as hoes to till the soil, sickles to harvest the crops
or hand mills to grind the grain. These tools were still made
of stone.

The Neolithic artist

An exceptional testimony of the new forms of Iving were the
artistic manifestations. The human figure played an
increasingly leading role in paintings and scenes began to be
represented: groups of people hunting, harvesting vegetables,
dancing, etc. Figures were very schematic. Extraordinary
testimonies of these manifestations remain in the east of Spain.

Ceramic pieces began to be decorated with printed lines,
shells, etc.
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